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ABSTRACT

Since last forty years and so, reading skillsats the attention of educationalists, teachersegagchers and
students due to its role in academic achievementk saiccess in one’s life. There lies a mutual retethip between
student’s academic success and mastery over thdingaskills. However, it is found out that somesnstudents,
as well as teachers, take this basic skills formgeal and adopted only surface approach towards irepdkills and
academic reading materials. This paper aims to rcldee importance of teaching reading skills for tfiest year
engineering students and explain the need andplalged by reading skills in student’s life and aeatc success and how

to achieve it.
KEYWORDS: Academic Reading Skills, Surface Approach of Readdeep Approach of Reading
INTRODUCTION

It is observed that success at college and urnfydesel demands mastery over some fundamentals stom
students before they entered the college. Thers@re skills such as reading, writing, listeninggaking presentation,
reasoning, analytical skills, which becomes the-rprpuisite for entering the college (Tinto-1993)owver, the
importance and influence of these skills are a@mbpind established, many a time it is neglectetbdili students and
teachers. The professors hardly put any attemptsatth and improve the academic reading skillseefly entered college
students. At the college level it is taken for ge@ihconsidering that students have already leaithatl school level
(Eriction, peters, strummer, 2006). But the trighdifferent from this notion. Many reports suggddtieat the students at

college level lack academic reading skills, as tgiieatly different from what they have learnethatschool level.

Reading enjoys a very dignitary position and playgery dynamic role in the development of humaimdeand
the world society. It is very important for the deaic success and achievement of the studentshisnrégard,
Vernon (1971 p.1) states that “The ability to resdyenerally regarded not only as the basis of atitut but also an

essential possession of the citizen of civilizedrddes”.

In earlier century literacy was considered thétrigf few aristocratic and elite, it is after™land 28 century, is
considered as the basic right of all the humandeiithout any distinction of color, caste, and poweut of all the
valuable skills that average person learns in ifésirhe, the ability to read is the most importace it is the most

universal and the most useful for everyone today.
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Accepting the importance and influence of readingficiency in human life Strange (1967 p. 67) desahat
reading is

“The royal road to knowledge, it is essential e success in all academic subjects. In modernlddening

depends largely on one’s ability to interpret phimted page accurately and fully”.

Moreover, it is believed that a person who caml r@ad write is able to lead mankind. The printeddroas the
power to revolutionize the way of thinking and figi As we are living in a post-modern era, whermrdhis a rapid
advancement in technology, we have to face the itondof “information explosion” and “informationverloaded”.
Though some of the information is coming from alecic media such as television or radio, we do math require
reading skill but most of the information which wequired to fulfill or cope up with our daily ne@dmes from the
written source like newspaper, books, magazine,camdputer. This requires reading skills. In thia ef computer and
technology, the world becomes the global village] & becomes easy to acquire any needed informatoy easily at
your doorstep by using the internet. However thitoad) these means of information are easily avilab use these
means, one has to develop and reading skills aridb&romes the pre-requisite skill of human lite@rding to Gray &

Rogers.

“Reading is an indispensable factor in modern lifieerwoven with work, recreation and other ati@&g of young
people and adults. Its great value lies in twosfaptinted material provides the most illuminataugd varies records of
human experience that are now available; and theybe examined and restudied time and again atreadnvenience in
acquiring clear understanding, in development tbnal attitude, some of these values cannot teneit so effectively

through other media because the individual is res fo pause and deliberate at will".

And that's why the reading ability is consideredthe bare necessities of modern life. In day tpldie, people
encounter material for reading either in theirtfi@guage or a foreign language. In such scenériowledge of the
language in which the material is written is impim& Hence the ability to read for various purpoata different time in
one’s life becomes paramount important for evedviidual.

So, reading is undoubtedly considered as oneefrtiportant skill of human life. It is also intetgd into our
education system and now it becomes the synonyntiseofducation system and there for the abilityetad is must for
any students who aspire a great success in liféraadademic. According to Grelying and Jouber8@8)9there is a direct
relationship between successful studies and goading. In the educational development of a persading serves as a
foundation stone for further learning. According@oove and Hauptfleish (1982:1) “Success in readiny often ensure
success in another subject, as a sound readirityabib gateway to the acquisition and expansibknowledge in all

school subject.”

This view is further supported by the empiricaldiés conducted on the reading skills. The repodt r@sult of
the studies and research show the positive rektipnbetween students reading skills and their extéd success.
It is a proven fact that the person having goodlireaskills perform better in life and in a cardban the person who

doesn'’t get mastery over the skills.
In 2004, the department of education U.S.A. haslaoted the studies on reading skills and docu e

“Research shows that children who read well ityegrades are far more successful in later yeard;those who
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fall behind; often stay behind when it comes todataic achievement. Reading opens the door to legraibout math,
history, science, literature, geography and muchem®dhus, young capable readers can succeed ia thdgects, take
advantages of other opportunities (such as reddingleasure) and develop confidence in their obititees. On the other
hand, those students who cannot read well are marke likely to drop out of school and be limitedldov paying job

throughout their lives. Reading is undeniably catito success in today’s society”.

In 2007 Sloat, Beswick and Williams also conductesearch to find out the effect of good readinil sk
student’'s academic life and they concluded the ntepy noting that “Reading is essential to studerdcademic
achievement. Failure to learn reading during primavel may cause a student to be lacking in thitykbo read well. In
addition, students with limited literacy skill majevelop poor self-esteem, lack-motivation, displahavioral and

academic problems; thus leading them to be alidrfaden regular curriculum.

Even many earlier study on reading schools sugdesite positive co-relation between reading skl
academic success. The studies show that readirapgwoand reading ability will directly help the d#uats to excel
academically (Alderson, 1984, Carrell, 1991, Clad&/9, Cziko, 1978).

Even in 2000, one more research conducted onetdirrg skill and its role for the university goismdents by
Levine Fernez & Reeves. They denote that the ghidiread academic text is considered one of thst ingportant skills
that university student of English as a secondfaneign language ESL/ESL need to acquire (LevirehRz & Reeves,
2000).

On the other hand, a student who does not pogseskreading skill faces difficulties at every fetep. He can’t
score well in his education and always left behim@ach & every situation of life. So Grove & Haflgisch (1982;1)
states that “Reading to learn is becoming more &emimportant in that it creates almost limitlessssibilities for
achievements” and because of this Anderson, Hiebeott and Wilkinson(1985;1) considered readind'aabasic life
skill”.

Indian students start to learn English as a requiourse from the fifth grade in elementary sclaow have to
continue to study English until the twelfth graderaandated by National Curriculum. Furthermore vdrsities in India
regard student’s English proficiency as an impdrizmmponent that the students have to acquire éromly their
academic success but also their competitive cameerso most require from the students. The uniteessiake variety,
of approaches to ensure student’s proficiency thweEnglish language during their education andfat college in India
used the books written in English and more ovemntlkedium of instruction is also in English. So thefigziency in English

becomes more important for their academic suctessdver before.

However, through the students learn English frdth §rade to twelfth grade, their English readsiglls are not
fully developed in India. Till today though differeapproaches available to teachers, a teachehttaegding by using
Grammar translation method. So for the learnebeitomes difficult to get mastery over reading skilk reading is a
complex process of decoding and comprehending tittew messages and the students have little krigeleegarding
reading strategies before they entered the collBggut in another way, the students do not hasleamce to develop their
academic English reading skills and strategiesreefollege, but they are forced to read techneetbibok in English for

their academic success as soon as they enteredltbge. As a result, though they have a certaiellef English ability in
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general they find it difficult to read and compratiethe textbook which is written in English. Inhet words,
Indian college students might have basic commuioicatkills in reading English but they still lackaemic English
reading skills because of the reason mentionedeat®w the researcher has decided to conduct tharoésin college and

try to find out the role, function, and importarafereading strategies in enhancing the readindssiilcollege students

Now let us consider what is surface and deep &gprof reading? A surface approach of learning memasp
and accept the information presented in the tegteHhe information presented in the text is cargid in isolation. There
is no link between the information presented in tivet and world outside it. The only purpose oftsueading is to
retention of examination which denies the retentibhnowledge and information. On the other wawideep approach of
reading, students use their analytic, reasonirghlpm solving, synthesizing and connecting stra®tp pull out meaning
from the text and then reconstruct their own megrand understanding of the text. In deep approaatests try to
decode the message encoded by the author. In rdederstand the information presented into the teader use their
own background knowledge and understanding of theédwAccording to Bowden & Marton students focustbe sign
i.e. the text itself while in deep approach studdotused on what is signified i.e. the meaningheftext. According to
Marton and Saljo (1976) in surface approach stedetgntify unlinked and isolated fact and memoitzenly while in
deep approach students try to find out the conmediietween the different facts, try to understanthas view point,
try to decode underlying meaning at the text.

Now let us consider what academic reading is? iRgadibes not exist in isolation. It is influenced &uthor’s
own viewpoints, belief, reader’s own background wlesige and experience, time and place in whicls Mviitten and
again in situation it occurs (Hunt 2004). Readimg& not mean to find the facts and information fithi text but it is
working with text. When reader, reads the textriestto recreate his own meaning of the text bypkegin considering
the authors viewpoint and in this process of radamganeaning he uses his own back ground knowledgeexperience.
However, the process of recreating meaning demapdsific strategies form the reader. A skilled eradsed reading
strategies to pull out meaning from the text. Hogreymany students who enroll for the first year aoé able to apply
these strategies and hence find it difficult todrecademic texts due to unfamiliar subjects andireabf the text.
So it is recommended that in the first year ofeqp# students need to teach specific reading gtestea general analytical

tool to felicitate the learning (Bean 1996). Thagml analytic tools for reading includes followitgms:
» Purpose of the text
* Context
» Deconstruction of the assumption
e Testify and evaluation of authors arguments
» Consequences of author’s arguments

When a reader starts to read the academic texthinee to keep it clear that why they are readimg assigned
text. What are the reason, objective and purpbseaaling the text. The students have to be vagralegarding the need
and expectations from the text.
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When reader understands the context, they disdbeesituation and circumstances in which the autitote the
text. In order to understand the context, it isassary to know about the author, his personallifestyle and his taste and
for these students should read more than one bpthelbsame author. Again it is necessary to idetiié central idea and

differentiate fact from the opinion.
CONCLUSIONS

It is observed that the academic text includesesooncepts, terminology, and debate which are aoiliar to
the students. In order to understand this conaemtudent should further read encyclopedia, diatiprand reference
books. The most important task in the process aflirg is to evaluate author's argument. They havednsider
arguments, an example provided by authors to makedint clear and strengthen his argument. A neads to use his
own analytical and judgmental skill to understahd implication and application of author’s argunserih order to do
these, a reader has to find a connection betwezdifferent texts, relate author’'s arguments todvis experience and
other topic learned in the class. So understandintpe points mention above students become ahlmderstand the text

well and perform better in the study and in life.to
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